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Home and Foreign Notes.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

MANCHESTER.
Memorial to -Mr. Walter Whitehead.

ON June 27th the strikingly ornate, tall, and
artistic monument--erected in a triangular plot
of ground -which has been converted into a

charming garden - was presented to Bury-by
Mr. Henry Whitehead, in memory of his brother,
Mr. Walter Whitehead. Sir Frederick Treves

formally opened the gate of the gardens surround-
ing the memorial. The clock tower itself is 12 feet

square and rises to a height of 80 feet above the
ground. At the top is a clock with four dials
5 feet 6 inches in diameter. The dials can be
illuminated at night by electricity. A bronze figure,
6 feet 6 inches’ high, is placed in a niche over the
entrance doorway. The tower is built of Portland
stone, resting on a concrete foundation 30 feet

square, while the base of the tower is formed of
polished Aberdeen granite steps.

Salford and Maternity Oentres.
The health committee of Salfordhas asked the

council to adopt a resolution similar to the follow-
ing passed by the St. Helens corporation :-
That in the opinion of this council it is vital to the public

health of the country that all schemes dealing with infant
mortality and child welfare should be administered by the
constituted sanitary authorities under the direction of the
Local Government Board ; and that the time has arrived
when adequate grants should be made to those authorities
to enable them to establish maternity centres and similar
institutions dealing with the care of infant life.

Defective Sight in School Children.
From the last report of the school medical officer,

Dr. A. Brown Ritchie, it appears that six medical
men along with a number of nurses devote all
their time to health matters in connexion with 185
schools in Manchester. By the new arrangements
each child will be examined three times in the course
of its school career. There is an improvement in
the attitude of parents towards the provision of
spectacles, though there are still a fairly large
number of parents who require considerable pres-
sure before they provide the spectacles necessary.
Teachers take a keen interest in detecting cases of
defective vision.

Memorial to the late Mr. T. H. Pinder.
A fund has been started for a memorial to the

late Mr. T. H. Pinder, who for many years was
connected with the Hospital for Diseases of the
Ear. It has not yet been decided what form the
memorial will take. A subcommittee has been

appointed to confer with the hospital committee.
June 30th.

IRELAND.
Death of Mr. F. T. P. Newell, 1T.B. Dub.,

F. R. C. S. Ire 1.
I RECORD with regret the death, at the com-

paratively early age of 54, of Mr. Newell, a

well-known Dublin practitioner. He had been

suffering for some months past from a tumour of
the neck, and the end came last week as the
result of haemorrhage. For more than 20 years
Mr. Newell was a Poor-law dispensary officer in
one of the city districts. For the past three or
four years he was a member of the Council of the

Royal College of Surgeons, and3 was- regarded as the
-representative of the general practitioners on that
body. During the professional struggles of the

past three yearshis presence on the Council was of
special value both to the College and to the general
body of the profession, and it was in large measure
due to his influence that the Council adopted a
strong attitude in regardi to conduct in the adminis-
tration of the National Insurance Act which might
be regarded as unprofessional. Mr. Newell was one
of the most active members of the Dublin Local
Medical Committee, and he was also, a member of
the Irish Medical Committee. He. was an upright
man, much respected both by his colleagues and the
public, and held in warm affection by those who
knew him best.

Belfast District.Lunatic Asylum.
From the annual report for 1913 of this asylum

it appears that there were 276 admissions, while
148 were discharged and 145 died. On Dec. 31st,
1913, there were 1232 inmates, 598 males and 634
females. Of those admitted, eight were over 70
years of age. The gross expenditure for the
financial year ended March 31st, 1914, was

.829,46 5s. 10d. More than two-thirds of the
patients are now in the new colony at Purdys-
burn, and the remainder-with the exception of
37 at Ballymena-are in the old buildings at
Grosvenor-road, Belfast.

Laurelvale Water-8upply.
The Local Government Board have sent a sealed

order to the Tandragee rural council,. county
Armagh, stating that whereas complaint had been
made to them that the council had made default
in providing a proper supply in Laurelvale-a dis-
trict where there is an industrial population-they
directed that the council shall set about the per-
formance of their duty in the matter within a
period of three months. It was decided by the
Tandragee rural council to engage a civil engineer
to report on the question, and a subcommittee was
appointed to consult with him. For a long period
this matter of the water-supply of Laurelvale has
been in dispute, and typhoid has occurred at times
owing, it is alleged, to the impure water from wells.
It is quite time the people in the area had. a reliable
supply of pure water.
June 30th.

PARIS.

Students’ Grievances..

THE new regime for medical studies has been in
operation since November, and the first year’s
examinations have just taken place. The students
complain of unwonted severity on the part of
the examiners, and the number of rejected is
certainly much greater than ever before. It would
be hard to assert that the examiners have’exercised
intentionally undue rigor, particularly as the
medical syndicates have often proclaimed that the
examinations should be searching especially at the
beginning of medical study, so as to eliminate

promptly those students who do not show any real
aptitude and so would only encumber the profession.
Once a student has fully entered on his studies and
has passed with greater or less effort his first
examinations, he is almost certain to complete them
after a longer or shorter time, for in the end
the examiners are merciful to a candidate who
perseveres in spite of frequent rejection. It is
possible that this consideration has led them to
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exercise a-selective faculty at the beginning of the
course, in cases where a real vocation or its absence
is clearly indicated. The Cooperative Association
of Medical Students, however, is dismayed at the
disastrous results, and has called on the doyen of
the Faculty of Medicine to complain of this
unwonted severity. It even asserts that the
examiners have imposed on the candidates

questions that ought not to be admitted in the
first year. The doyen could only reply that he
would consider the points raised and urge upon the
students to work with greater energy, so as to raise
the entire level of medical study.

An Aeroplane Ambulance.
At the great military manoeuvres of last year

attempts were made to use aviators in searching
for the wounded after a battle. The results were
very good, and many wounded were undoubtedly
discovered who would have remained a much
longer time without assistance under ordinary
methods. Dr. Raymond, who is a Senator and
himself an aviator of considerable ability, made
these attempts with marked success. And now a
woman aviator, Mdlle. Marvingt, has extended this
idea by having a special aeroplane constructed
to accommodate, besides the aviator, a medical
man and also a covered litter on which the
wounded man can be placed for transport. To
collect the necessary sum of 36,000 francs for the
construction of this apparatus she has arranged
aviation meetings and conferences throughout
France, the proceeds of which are to be devoted to
this work, and has collected already some 21,000
francs. She thinks that this aeroplane ambulance
will be of service, not only in a European war in
which battles finish only with nightfall and so

render a search by aeroplane very difficult, but in
colonial wars also, in which many wounded
run the risk of being left in the desert, hidden
by the inequalities of the land which impede
observation in the case of those on foot, but are
easy of survey from above. It is true that landing
presents peculiar difficulty in these conditions, and
it is hardly likely that this new method of aid to
the wounded can become general. But the effort is
charitable and worthy of all sympathy.

Antityphoid Inoculation made Compulsory in the
Army.

The principle of compulsion in regard to anti-

typhoid inoculation in the army was affirmed by
Parliament in a law dated March 28th. A mini-
sterial order has now laid down the conditions of
its application. All officers and men of troops
quartered in regions where the appearance of typhoid
fever may reasonably be looked for, from former or
recent experience, must be immediately inoculated.
Garrisons in which the typhoid mortality during
the past five years has exceeded an average
of 2’87 per 1000 ,are so qualified. All white troops
in Algeria, Tunis, and Morocoo, and all soldiers
under orders to serve in Morocco, must also be
inoculated. The last class will not be allowed to
proceed there until they shall have undergone the
complete series of preventive inoculations. All
military nurses must be inoculated immediately
when individual contra- indications do not exist.
Troops- also about to manoeuvre in districts
where typhoid fever has recently been pre-
-sent among the civil population must be
inoculated. Finally, on October 1-st this yeax
all soldiers with the colours who do not belong
to any of the preceding categories must be

inoculated, beginning with the new recruits. All
these orders must have been complied with by
Dec. lst. The Minister, having regard to the
observations laid before the Senate during the dis-
cussion on the Bill, has conceded that the military
medical officer shall always have the power to
exempt temporarily from inoculation any one
whose state of health for any reason shall appear to
render the operation especially risky.
June 29th. 

___ __

BERLIN.

Removal of Injurious Micro-organisms fl’om
Vaccine Lyrala.

’ 
Dr. Friedberger recently read a paper before the

Berlin Medical Society on the 
" 
sterilisation " of

vaccine lymph by means of the ultra-violet rays.
He said that a satisfactory method of removing
extraneous microbes from vaccine lymph had not
until now been discovered, because chemical
germicides necessarily diminished the prophylactic
efficacy of the lymph. This was also the case with
glycerinated lymph, the addition of glycerine
producing only a very slow decrease of virulent
germs, so that this lymph could not be used in
a fresh condition, and much of its activity was
sacrificed. He had therefore endeavoured to find
some method which would destroy the virulent
bacteria without tedious delay and without impair-
ing the valuable properties peculiar to the lymph.
Ultimately, in conjunction with Dr. Mironescu, he
discovered that the ultra-violet rays produced the
effect desired. Exposure to the radiation emitted
by a Kromayer lamp for 20 or 30 minutes destroyed
the bacteria present in fresh vaccine lymph, the
latter remaining efficacious even when the exposure
to the rays was continued for one or two hours.
When spores of the bacillus anthracis and of the
bacillus subtilis were intentionally added to the
vaccine lymph the result was that a considerable
time was necessary for the destruction of those
organisms, but the lymph was still efficacious for
vaccination, although its activity was lessened.
A New Method of Testing the Strength of the Heart.
At a recent meeting of the Berlin Society for

Internal Medicine Professor Katzenstein read a

paper on a new method of testing the strength of
the heart. The characteristic feature of his pro-
cedure is that he ascertains the number of the
beats and the blood pressure before and after a

compression of both crural arteries. When the

strength of the heart is sufficient the number of the
beats decreases, and the blood pressure increases
after the compression. In slight insufficiency both

, 

remain unaltered, and in severe insufficiency the
, number of beats increases whilst the blood pressure
. is sinking. This method has proved valuable in
’ 
many cases. It may also be used for ascertaining
any damage done to the heart by narcotic com-
pounds. When the test gives an unfavourable

’ result general anaesthesia is contra-indicated for
. such patients, and only local ansesthesia ought

 to be employed. In nervous patients, however, the
method is not reliable.

The Law Relative to Agreements Restraining
) Medical Men from Practice.
. An important judgment was recently given by
 the Supreme Court of Justice in Leipzic. On the

t: occasion of a medical strike a medical man had

31 accepted an appointment at a sick club the medical
3officers of which had resigned. The Leipziger
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Verband then induced him to leave his appoint-
ment by paying him 6000 marks (JE300) on condition
that he not only resigned this appointment but
also pledged himself not to settle as a medical
practitioner in Germany for the ensuing ten years
without the consent of the Leipziger Verband. He
did not keep this agreement, and the Leipziger
Verband accordingly brought an action against
him for the repayment of the money which
he had received. The Supreme Court, how-
ever, in its final judgment declared that an agree-
ment by which the right of settlement was

limited by or made dependent upon the goodwill of
another person was against the law, and therefore
incapable of being enforced. This decision will
very much hinder the action of the Leipziger
Verband, because when the medical officers of a sick
club resign in a body on account of some grievance
and the club managers appoint substitutes it will
in future be impossible to restrain the latter by
money payments.

Accidental Loss of a Quantity of Radium.
A private sanatorium in Berlin has recently

sustained a heavy loss by the negligence of a

servant. One of the medical men attending
patients in the sanatorium had applied radium of
the value of 20,000 marks (.S1000) to a patient. It
was enclosed in a small capsule, and when the
application was discontinued the capsule was put
in a basin which was afterwards cleaned by a
servant. The man did not know what the capsule
was, and after cleaning the basin he poured the
water, together with the capsule, into a sink, from
which it ran into the sewer. The loss of the
valuable material became known only after the
lapse of some hours, and although the sewers were
searched for several hours by a number of work-
men and a reward of 2000 marks was promised, the
valuable little capsule was not found.
June 29th. 

__________________

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

Yale Medical School.
Yale University has received the sum of$125,000

(25,000) for the erection and equipment of a
chemical and pathological laboratory to be known
as the Anthony Brady Memorial Laboratory. The
announcement has also been made that members of
the Brady family will establish the Anthony N.
Brady Memorial Foundation of$500,000, the income
of which is to be given annually to the University
for a term of ten years, in order to enable the
University to declare operative at the time the
agreement with the General Hospital Society of
Connecticut, and to conclude the alliance between
the New Haven Hospital and the Medical School of
Yale University. If within the ten-year period the
University receives a total of$2,000,000 for medical
school endowment the$500,000 will become the
absolute property of the University. Over$1,110,000
have already been promised, and if$390,000 more
are obtained before Jan. lst, 1915, the General
Education Board will give the$500,000 necessary to
make up the$2,000,000.
Fund for Johns Hopkins University Medical School.

Mr. Abraham Flexner, of New York, representing
the General Education Board founded by Mr. John
D. Rockefeller, has made recently final arrange-
ments to turn over to the Johns Hopkins University
Medical School the sum of$1,500,000 to establish
the William H. Welch Endowment for Clinical
Education and Research. The Johns Hopkins

Medical School is the first medical institution in
the United States to receive money for research
work from the General Education Board,

Diagnosis of Cancer.
At a meeting of the executive committee of the

American Society for the Control of Cancer held
recently the following resolution was adopted :-

That it is the belief of the executive committee that
the City of New York should undertake free diagnosis of
specimens of tissue suspected of being cancerous.
It is stated that the New York Department of
Health now has the question under consideration
and will consult with its Medical Advisory Board
before taking action.

The Coroner’s Office in New York City.
The recent trial of a coroner in New York City

for neglect of duty may lead to the abolition of the
ancient office. An investigation of the department
by the Commissioner of Accounts has been ordered
by the Mayor of New York at the request of the
City Club, and as a result the need for an in-
dependent official investigation is urged, because
of the serious charges made affecting the efficiency
and integrity of the performance of the coroner’s
function in the city.

Street Accidents in New York City.
The National Highways Protective Society has

reported that during the month of May 45 persons
were killed by vehicle traffic in the streets of New
York. Thirty-two of those thus killed, or more than
70 per cent., were less than 16 years of age. During
the month of April 5352 accidents occurred on the
railroads and street railways under the jurisdiction
of the Public Service Commission of New York. As
a result of these accidents there were 26 deaths, as
compared with 17 in April, 1913, and 22 in April,
1912. In addition 9 persons had their skulls frac-
tured, 3 lost an arm or leg, and 142 were injured
seriously.

A False Alarm.

Dispatches from Bogota state that it has been
determined by bacteriological tests that the epi-
demic now prevailing in Colombia is not bubonic
plague.
June 25th. 

_____

CHINA.

The Health of Shanqhai in 1913.
I THE annual report of the health department
of the Shanghai municipal council, written by
Dr. A. Stanley, the medical officer of health,
is of value, as it concerns the only place
in China where definite statistics are available
to indicate the prevalence of diseases both among
foreigners and Chinese. Within the area of
the municipal limits (8 square miles) there is a

population of 14,250 foreigners and 510,000 Chinese.
The death-rate among the former was 21’5 per 1000
and 15’8 for the Chinese. But it is noted that 135
of the 305 deaths recorded among foreign residents
were Japanese, and that 21 of these were due to
beri-beri, which rarely affects non-Asiatics. Instead
of the term 

" non-Asiatic " one might put 
" 

non-

rice-eaters," but this view, so generally accepted,
does not find favour with Dr. Stanley, who still
remains, by the evidence he gets in Shanghai, in
favour of the opinion that beri-beri is an infective
disease " having no relation to food, but infective
through body vermin." A diminution in the
number 6f cases of this disease in the municipal
gaol is held to be attributable to the measures of
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disinfestation of body vermin among the convicts.
The incidence of small-pox typhoid fever,
dysentery, tuberculosis, and scarlet fever was

abnormally high. As regards scarlet fever
an unfortunate factor is the extreme virulence
of the infection met with in China, it being
more than four times as deadly as it is in England,
and there- is no indication yet of a decrease in
virulence. Although scarlet fever has hitherto
failed to establish itself firmly in any part of Asia
excepting. Asia Minor, and is practically unknown
in the tropics, it appears to have come to

Shanghai to stay, since its introduction in 1900,
probably by foreign immigrants. As would be

expected with a recently introduced disease, against
which evolution has afforded no natural immunity,
scarlet fever has been of a virulent type among the
Chinese. It is probable that the passage of the
disease through the susceptible Chinese has led to
an intensification of the virus, so that it is more
fatal to foreigners also. There were 12 non-Chinese
and 207 Chinese deaths from small-pox. In

Shanghai there exists so much small-pox infection
that it is advised that vaccination should be

repeated every three years till it no longer takes.
Over 13,000 free vaccinations were provided by the
Health Office during the year under review. No

city in the world is probably so favourably served
as- Shanghai in the disposal of refuse. Over
150,000 tons of garbage and ashes have to be
removed yearly from houses in the settlement, and
this is done at a very low cost. Cement bins with
iron lids and doors are fixed at suitable points in
all the alleys. They are both rat and fly
proof, and help to minimise the fly nuisance.
The former horse carts have been replaced by
a small army of scavenging coolies with wheel-
barrows who are able to pass practically any-
where. As a result of careful organisation the
greater part of the daily mountain of house refuse
is now actually a source of profit, being sold to
country boatmen who buy it for agricultural pur-
poses. It is, in fact, the cheapest manure available,
the average selling price being 5 cents a ton. The
cost of collection and disposal was 4d. a ton, com-
pared with 9s. the cost of London refuse. It is
probable that the ensuing year may actually show
a profit. The prevalence of tuberculosis remains at
the same high level; it is the most fatal disease,
among foreigners and Chinese alike, in Shanghai.
A scheme is on foot for the establishment of a
tuberculosis dispensary on lines of treatment which
will be preventive, educative, and curative.
Plague: During 1913, 13,333 rats were found dead,
and of these 122 were plague infected, while nearly
153,000 rats were trapped and burnt. An active
campaign of making houses rat proof is kept up,
and in addition to 5875 houses dealt with in this
way all food shops are now required to be rat

proof as one of the conditions of licence. Nine
cases of human plague with eight deaths occurred.
It is considered that by these active rat-proofing
measures a serious outbreak has been averted. Close
on six million phosphorus baits were laid. Rabies:
41 persons underwent Pasteur antirabic treat-
ment during the year, in 24 of which the
animals responsible were proved rabid by inocula-
tion. Twocases died subsequently from hydrophobia.
one four days and the other ten days after the
completion of treatment-i.e., before its effects
were fully established. They had both been severely
bitten. Dysentery: There was an increased pre-
valence of this disease during the latter part of

summer. Most of the cases were amoebic in origin,
and yielded to the new emetine treatment. Two
deaths occurred from liver abscess among foreign
residents. Bacillary dysentery was also noted.

Plague in South China.
The most rigorous regulations for the medical

inspection of ships entering Shanghai from the
South are at present being imposed. The outbreak
of plague in Hong-Kong, serious though it is, is
nothing like so dangerous to other ports as the
epidemic in Canton. Bubonic plague with a high
degree of virulence has been spreading over Kuang-
tung province, of which Canton is the capital, and
the conditions there are very bad. The mortality
approaches 100 per cent. The percentage of deaths
from bubonic plague in South China has never been
below 88’4. The plague return for the week ending
May 19th in Hong-Kong shows that 241 cases were
reported, and 185 deaths. For the past three weeks
the number of cases of plague has exceeded those
in any week for several years. In the previous
week there were 215 cases and 173 deaths, while
three weeks ago the returns were 203 reported
cases, of which 171 were fatal. The total number
of cases in Hong-Kong alone since the beginning of
the year is 1474 and 1301 deaths. Since 1894, when
the colony was first declared infected, each succeed-
ing year has seen a recurrence of the disease, and
since 1899 the heaviest death-rolls have been 1486
in 1899, 1651 in 1901, 1700 in 1912, and 1301 to

May 19th in 1914. All these years the Hong-Kong
Government has been strenuously endeavouring to
eradicate plague, and leaves no stone unturned by
means of its active and well-directed sanitary staff
to limit infection. But a baffling feature with
which the whole life of the colony is bound up is
the constant coming and going of Chinese to and
from the mainland in native craft, which are

innumerable and very difficult to control.

The Rockefeller Foundation.
The trustees of this fund have long been

interested in China, and especially in medical
education in China, and this spring have sent a
commission consisting of Mr. H. P. Judson, Presi-
dent of Chicago University, Dr. F. W. Peabody, of
Boston, and Mr. R. S. Greene, United States Consul-
General at Hankow, to make a study of the actual
conditions surrounding medical education and report
to the Foundation. This commission has been in

Peking engaged in investigation, and has now left
for the Yangtze Valley, where they will visit
Hankow, Nanking, Changsha, Shanghai, and other
important centres. The foundation is incorporated
by the State of New York, and there is a sum of
100,000,000 gold dollars in the hands of the trustees,
which by the terms of its charter is to be used " for
the welfare of humanity." The members of the
commission are examining ’very thoroughly into
the actual amount of work done in each college
with a view to the proper allotment of grants in aid,
which is the form of help to be given, thus allowing
existing institutions to select their own additional
teachers and extend their equipment.

Medical Education in China.
At the present time a good deal of discussion is

taking place in Far Eastern circles over the reported
forward movement by Germany to establish her
language and ideals in China to a much greater
extent than has hitherto been the case. In Berlin
the Reichstag in April, 1913, voted &pound;1000 more than
in former years for the establishment of German
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educational centres in China, and a new German-
,China institute has been established to bring the
scientific and technical achievements of Germany
to the knowledge of the Chinese people. These
; aims will be effected especially by the establish-
tinent and maintenance of Sino-German schools,
medical, technical, and commercial, and also Sino- I
- German sanatoriums, and by supplying German
teachers to Chinese schools. As far as medical
schools are concerned there are now in Shanghai
. and Tsingtao two subsidised colleges where a five
.yeara course of medicine is given, with German as
the teaching medium. Both these colleges have
preparatory schools attached, where a thorough
grounding in that language can be made before
entering on the medical course. Although the
British Government has not yet seen its way to
extend official financial support to the educational
efforts of British medical missionaries, the move-
,ment, nevertheless, in conjunction with their
American confr&egrave;res is in a healthy condition. In
’fact, there is every reason to be proud of the

splendid sustained efforts being made by medical
missionaries to establish scientific medicine in
China. In all large towns the work of foreign
doctors and missionaries is gradually creating a
.demand on the part of the Chinese for more
efficacious treatment than they can get from their
native empirics. Two new colleges with hospitals
attached have recently been opened. In Man-
churia the Mukden Medical College, which owes
its existence to the fine work of the veteran
missionary Dr. Dugald Christie, C.M.G., has had an
extension opened by the Governor of Fengtien,
H.E. Chang Hsi Man. The college has 80 students,
and in addition to a fairly good educational equip-
ment offers excellent clinical teaching by means
of its hospital, which last year dealt with 47,000
out-patient visits and 2380 operations. A new
feature is an X ray department, a gift from
General Chang Tso-lin, the commander of the

army in Manchuria. At the last entrance
.examination 157 candidates came forward, of
whom only 40 could be admitted. This is a

healthy condition of things educationally, as it
ensures a high standard in those who enter. The
other institution, the Tsinan-fu Medical College,
formed by a union of the English Baptist and
American Presbyterian Missions, has just had the
foundation stone of its new hospital laid by H.E.
Chin, the Military Governor of Shantung Province.
Friends in England, mainly by the exertion of Mr.
Harold Balme, subscribed a sum of C6000 for the
erection of the hospital which, in addition to a
central administrative block and a large out-

patient department, fitted with five consulting-rooms
and two operating theatres, will have accommo-
dation for 100 beds in modern wards. As a sign of
advance in the times I might add that the Chinese
Central Government has issued regulations officially
permitting human anatomy and post-mortem
examinations, and that this is no mere paper
affair is shown by the fact that the Peking Union
Medical College has received from the local prison
authorities unclaimed bodies of dead prisoners for
dissection.

Peking, May 27th.

DONATIONS ,AND BEQUESTS.-By will the late
Mr. Francis James Trewent, of Hampstead, 1‘.W., left
Z1000 to a London hospital for patients suffering from
paralysis, and .E100& to the Hampstead General Hospital,
Haverstock-hiII.&mdash;Under the will of the late Mrs. Jane Pitt,
’ Ullswater, the Royal Infirmary, Liverpool, will receive
. 5)0 and tte Carlislef Inlrmary 250.

Correspondence.

THE MENTAL DEFICIENCY ACT.

I I Audi alteram partem."

To the Editor c f THE LANCET.

SIR,-It seems, from the remark of Mr. Wallace,
K.C., and from the letter of Sir Bryan Donkin in
THE LANCET of June 20th, that a person who is
mentally deficient is not mentally deficient within
the meaning of ths Mental Deficiency Act unless his
whole history from birth or from an early age can
be had. I do not know whether this has been so
held by any court of competent jurisdiction, but I
venture to assert that -it- is not only calculated to
nullify much of the benefit of the Act, and to
remove out of its scope many of those who ought
to be within it, and who were intended to be within
it, but also that it is not a necessary interpretation
of the Act, and that the Act may and ought to be so
construed as to escape such a futile result. I am
the more concerned to show this since I am largely
responsible for the definitions in the Act, each of
which requires that the persons defined shall have
suffered from defect from an early age, and all but
one require that he shall have suffered from birth.
From this it has been inferred, so it now seems,

that unless the whole career of the person is
known, and his defect can be traced back in his
history to an early age or to birth, the definition is
not satisfied. The contention seems to me absurd.
Take the frequent case of a person who suffers
from congenital hemiplegia, with contracture,
infantile undevelopment, and choreiform spasm of
one arm and leg. The state of the limbs renders it
certain on inspection of them that the physical
deficiency dates from birth or from an early age;
and no information from the mother, no written
record of the person’s history, could possibly
increase our certainty that it does so date. The
nature of the bodily deformity and deficiency
is itself conclusive of its own inveteracy, and
its existence from birth or from an early
age; and so it is with many cases of deformity
and deficiency of mind. When we observe
certain mental defects we know at once, without
investigating the history of the patient, that these
defects have existed from birth or from an early
age, and we no more need to investigate the history
in order to determine the point, than we need to
investigate the history of a red-haired person
in order to determine whether the redness of his
hair existed from birth or from an early age, or
whether it was not brought on by profligacy and
evil living.

If we can say that a person is mentally deficient,
and that the deficiency is of a kind that we know
by experience is inveterate, and is part of the
original equipment of that person, then I maintain
he is mentally deficient within the meaning of the
Mental Deficiency Act.
! T ,m- 1,4ir- vmiT*R f,it,hfll11v-

CHAS. A. MERCIER.

THE SOCIETY OF MEMBERS OF THE
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiB,&mdash;I have just received a circular from the
Society of Members of the Royal College of
Surgeons of England asking me to vote for certain
candidates-a rather belated request-at the elec-
tion to the Council on Thursday next. This request


